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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the references listed on the enclosed form be made 
of record and considered with respect to the captioned U.S. patent application. A copy of each 
reference is enclosed. Submission of the present Information Disclosure Statement should not be 
taken as an admission that the cited references are legally available prior art or that the same are 
pertinent or material. 

The enclosed references were cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application. A copy of the search report has also been included. 

U.S. Patents 5,464,521 and 5,403,456 are listed in the Foreign Search Report as 
equivalents of EP 0 526 271. 

Also cited in the Foreign Search Report is EP 0 666 476. Since the search report 
indicates no English language equivalent of this document, the following is a concise explanation 
of that reference in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98: 

EP patent application 0 666 476 relates to a support for carrying out 
electrophoresis for an immunofixation process, which support comprises several lanes for 
electrophoresis, wherein the lanes are characterized by specific dimensions, especially a 
determined breadth and inter-lane distance. In addition, the EP patent application discloses a 
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mask suitable to be used with the support, wherein the mask is characterized by the fact that it 
comprises openings for deposition of reagents, which have dimensions identical to those of the 
lanes and inter-lanes of the support. The EP application does not provide additional features to 
characterize the mask. 

In the event that any fee is due in connection with the present Information 
Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the same to our Deposit 
Account No. 12-1095. 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See attached Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 
Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of 
the Emperor must precede the application number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under 
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